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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
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FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International application No. 
PCT/IB2004/D51949 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
01.10.2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
G11B20/12, G11B27/034 



Priority date (dayAnonthfyear) 
06.10.2003 



Applicant 
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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

M Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
El Box No. II Priority 

M Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

□ Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.l (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authonty other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
international Bureau under Rule 66.16fe(b) that written opinions of this international Searchinq Authority 
will not be so considered. y 

If this opinion is as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/lSA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months frorn the priority date 
whichever expires later. p y 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/IS A/&20. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE lnter , 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT^B2004^51 949 N °* 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the baqfe nf tho int~r n =«„„oi ~ .• ■ 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated undSr Tta tern ,nternat,onal appl.cat.on .n 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in th* int*m*tionoi am n^- 
necessary to the claimed Invention, this opinion has been establfeK application and 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a seauence listinn anruhr tow,. ^io*.- 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the ininrm^f^Vt^ 9 ^ tab J e re,atm 9 thereto 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
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Box No. II Priority 

1 . S The following document has not been furnished: 

El copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43fr/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/S.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 436/s.l and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. □ It has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim because a copy of the priority document 

was not available to the ISA at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1). This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability _ 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of : 

EJ the entire international application, 

□ claims Nos. 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

El no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-b/s of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



because: 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Re Item III. 

The claims are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
can be formed on the novelty and inventive step of the claimed invention (Art 
34(4)(a)(ii) PCT). 

The claimed invention is a method and device for recording information on a recordable 
multi-layer record carrier. However, the description lacks a disclosure of mechanical, 
physical and optical characteristics of the carrier, of the format of the data and of the 
volume and file structure of the data on such a record carrier. No disclosure of a 
recordable multi-layer record carrier, and of a device/method for recording thereon, was 
referred to in the application or belonged to the common general knowledge at thefiling 
date. 

Furthermore, according to the description (page 1, lines 25-28, page 2, lines 1-4 and 
15-18) a method and device according to the invention need to establish a "layer 
transition point" within the specifications of the DVD standard. In order to carry out 
this aspect of the invention, the skilled person needs at least this DVD standard. The 
established DVD standards defining the DVD volume and file structure are sold under a 
non-disclosure agreement by the DVD forum (see http://www.dvdfllc.co.jp). Therefore 
the DVD standards are not available to the public in the sense of Rule 33.1 (a) PCT. 
In view of the above, the invention is insufficiently disclosed, contrary to Art: 5 and Rule 
5.1 (a)(v) PCT. A meaningful search can not be carried out (Art. 17(2)(a)(ii) PCT). 
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